The destruction of human identity in concentration camps: the contribution of the social sciences to an analysis of behavior under extreme conditions.
This article examines the question of whether it is possible to use categories of the social sciences when analyzing the behavioral patterns of concentration camp detainees. The study illustrates that despite widespread arbitrary and harassing treatment, not only chance and chaos were at the root of the inmates' attempts and strategies to assert themselves in the camps. There rather was an emergence of social groups and strata who had different possibilities of action and chances of survival. The author objects to an absolutizing of psychoanalytical approaches which would mostly involve unverified hypotheses concerning the inmates' psychological way of coping with their experience.